THE    VENNER    CRIME                225
was during the afternoon of November i5th. And that
evening he disappeared/'
" Well, surely that goes to prove what 1 said all
along," ISaversham remarked. " He fully intended to
disappear. And, naturally, he couldn't clear out with-
out taking a substantial sum of money with him/'
" I do not think that he intended to disappear. I
think that he drew this money in order to pay somebody
who had a claim upon him. And I think that person
had stipulated that payment was to be made in cur-
rency which could not easily be traced. In all probab-
ility, he had an appointment to hand over the thirty
thousand pounds on the evening of November I5th and
he was on his way to keep that appointment when he
left home/'
" This is getting interesting," said Faversham quietly.
" Have you been able to guess where Venner's meeting
with this unknown person was to take place?"
Dr. Priestley hesitated. He picked up a pencil, and
after several attempts, succeeded in standing it on its
end on the leather surface of his desk. Then almost
casually, he spoke. if I have an idea that he took a
train to Weyford, and thence walked to Markheys. After
the interview, he intended to take the last train back
to London. This would explain his statement to his
sister that he would not be back till late."
Faversham was so taken aback that he could only
stare at his friend in amazement, " I haven't the
slightest idea what you are talking about, Priestley," he
said, after an interval. " Why should the appointment
have been fixed at Markheys, of all places in the
world ?''
" Because the house was unoccupied, and its situation
isolated.  Two men could meet there without the slightest
fear of observation.  Especially if one of them possessed
*a key by which he could enter the house.   By the way,